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Sir: 



In response to the requirement for an election of species dated January 25, 2007, 
Applicants elect: Specie i) "Methods that require the use of a self-cleaning horizontal twin- 
screw reaction apparatus." Claims 1-32 read on the elected species. 

In response to the Examiner's request for election of the specific operations, Applicants 
elect a combination of an inert gas-purging operation and a vacuating operation. Examples 2, 
5-7, 10-14 16 and 17 read on the elected specific operations. 

Applicants election is with traverse. One of the criteria for a proper election of species 
requirement is that there must be a serious burden on the Examiner if restriction is not required. 
Applicants respectfully submit that there is no undue burden to search all of the species together, 
as evidenced by the first Office Action. 
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If any points remain at issue for which the Examiner feels may be best resolved through a 
personal or telephone interview, she is kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the local 
exchange number listed below. 

If this paper is not timely filed, Applicants respectfully petition for an appropriate 
extension of time. The fees for such an extension or any other fees that may be due with respect 
to this paper may be charged to Deposit Account No. 50-2866. 



Respectfully submitted, 
Westerman, Hattori, Daniels & Adrian, LLP 




Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 41,441 
Telephone: (202) 822-1100 
Facsimile: (202) 822-1111 
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